
 
 
 

Reaction to Trump's tariffs against Mexico. 

 
 
 

President Trump has announced the intention to sequentially raise tariffs on all imports from 
Mexico, reaching 25% by October, if it does not contain the Mesoamerican migratory flows 
towards the United States of America. 
This unprecedented measure is a commercial sanction linked to migration policies and 
problems. A priori, the motivation is not only protectionist, although the effect is. Neither is 
it a sanction to a breach of an international obligation subscribed to by Mexico. It’s the club 
to force the application of measures that eliminate flows of people from other jurisdictions 
that seek the US as a destination. 
Applying trade restrictions is allowed by the World Trade Organization (WTO) in certain 
circumstances, such as unfair competition, or to facilitate adjustment to unexpected 
situations that cause injury to a domestic production. The WTO contemplates trade sanctions 
against a country's exports when the dispute settlement system authorizes, after concluding 
that it has not repealed a measure that the system has determined is in breach of an 
obligation of a WTO agreement. In contrast, the trade measure of President Trump is an 
instrument of pressure to deal with an issue that is not contemplated or regulated by trade 
agreements such as the WTO, NAFTA or the new USMCA, and therefore cannot be resolved 
in the context of international cooperation contemplated in said instruments. 
The sanction announced should alert and be of concern to the rest of the world. Today it's 
about Mexico and immigration issues. Tomorrow it may be another country for other non-
commercial considerations. With this, one more step is taken to dismantle the post-war 
construction of norms and international processes to ensure cooperation, peace, security and 
prosperity. 
The indifference or apathy of the international community will only have one reading: that 
we are willing to tolerate aggression and submit to the whims of President Trump. All of us 
who promote the validity of international law and human rights must react. 
Mexico being the affected country, the governments of Latin America and the Caribbean must 
articulate a position that firmly rejects this sanction and expresses its will to contribute to 
generate conditions to mitigate migration problems.  
A strategy that offers job opportunities, social and security policies that can stop the 
migration is certainly required. In the face of aggression, it is necessary to show effective 
cooperation capacity. We have the vocation and the instruments. It is up to the governments 
to act. 
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1 Nicolas Albertoni, Uruguay, Principal Researcher Trade Policy Project, University of 
Southern California. 
2. Ignacio Bartesaghi, Dean, Faculty of Business Studies, Catholic University of Uruguay. 
3. Carlos A. Primo Braga, Associate Professor, Fundação Dom Cabral, Brazil, former Director 
Economic Policy and Debt, The World Bank; Former Senior Trade Advisor, The World Bank; 
Former Director, The Evian Group @ IMD. 
4. Héctor Casanueva, Former Ambassador of Chile to WTO;  Executive Vicepresident 

of the Latin America – European Union Permanent Academic Forum; Professor of 

International Relations.  

5. Nathalie Cely, Former Minister of Production and Former Ambassador of Ecuador to the 
USA. 
6.  Aluisio de Lima-Campos. Professor of Trade Policy at American University, Washington 
DC, President of the ABCI Institute - Brazilian International Trade Scholars Inc. 
7.  Eduardo Egas, Executive President of Promotion of Exports and Investment, CORPEI, 
Ecuador. 
8.  Carlos Furche, Director of Economics of Agricultural Development FAO, Former Minister 
of Agriculture of Chile and Former Director General of International Economic Relations. 
9. Hernando José Gómez, Former Director of the National Planning Department (DNP), 
Former Chief Negotiator of the FTA of Colombia with the US and Former Ambassador of 
Colombia to the WTO. 
10. Anabel González, Former Minister of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica; Former Director of 
Agriculture of the WTO, Former Senior Director of the Global Practice on Trade and 
Competitiveness of the World Bank 
11. José Miguel Insulza, Former Secretary General of the OAS, Former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Former Minister of the Interior of Chile. 
12. Alejandro Jara P., Former Director General of International Economic Relations, Former 
Ambassador of Chile to the WTO, Former Deputy Director General of the WTO 
13. Ricardo Lagos Weber, Senator, Former Minister General Secretary of Government, 
Former High Official for APEC, Former Deputy Chief Negotiator for the Chile-US FTA. 
14. Dorotea López, Director of the Institute of International Studies, University of Chile. 
15. Carlos Mladinic, Former General Director of International Economic Relations, Former 
Minister of Agriculture of Chile 
16. Alexander Mora, Former Minister of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica 
17. Beatriz Nofal, Former Secretary of State for Special Affairs of G20 and Sherpa Argentina 
of G20, of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Argentine Republic 
18. Eduardo Pérez-Motta, Former Ambassador of Mexico to the WTO; Former Presidenet of 
the Federal Competition Commission. 
19. Carlos Portales C, Former Director General of Foreign Policy of Chile; Associate 
Researcher of the Institute of International Relations of University of Chile.  
20. Andrés Rebolledo, Former Minister of Energy of Chile, Former General Director of 
International Economic Relations. 
21. Martín Redrado, Former President of the Central Bank of Argentina, Former Secretary of 
Trade and International Relations. 
22. Sigfrido Reyes, Former President of Congress of El Salvador. Former President of the 

Export and Investment Promotion Agency of El Salvador. 



23. Miguel Rodríguez Mendoza, Former Deputy Director General of the WTO, Former 
Minister of International Economic Affairs of Venezuela.  
24. Osvaldo Rosales, Former General Director of International Economic Relations, Chief 
Negotiator of the FTA. Chile-USA, Former Director of the Division of International Trade and 
Integration, ECLAC 
25. José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, Former Minister of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica; Former 
Director of the Trade Unit of the OAS; Former Director of Global Employment at the ILO; 
Former Regional Director of ILO for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
26. Mariana Sarasti, Former Vice Minister of Foreign Trade of Colombia. 
27. Magali Silva Velarde-Alvarez, Former Minister of Foreign Trade and Tourism, Peru 
28. Héctor Torres Senior Fellow of the Center for International Governance Innovation. 
Former Executive Director of the International Monetary Fund, Former Counsellor of the 
WTO; Member of the professional staff of the Argentinian Foreign Service.  
29. Juan Gabriel Valdés, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chile, Former Ambassador of 
Chile to the US, Former Economic General Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Chile. 
30. Guillermo Valles Galmés, Former Director of the International Trade in Goods and 
Services and Raw Materials Division of UNCTAD, Former Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Uruguay and Former Chairman of the WTO Negotiating Group on Rules. 
31. Alberto Van Klaveren, Professor University of Chile; former Viceminister of Foreign 
Affairs; Former Ambassador of Chile to the European Union.  
32. Andrés Velasco, Dean of School of Public Policy, London School of Economics; Former 
Minister of Finance, Chile 
 


